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FICE supports families, educators, and schools with the 
advocacy, knowledge, and resources necessary to help 
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Our Vision 
FICE is the "go to" agency where all are welcome, 
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January 10, 2023 

 

Dear Principal, 

The Taking Flight Celebration on March 25, 2023, brings together a wide range of community 
supporters, parents, families, and educators in support and in celebration of the opportunity for 
students with special needs to fully participate in a Catholic Education. The event offers a 
tremendous opportunity for your faculty to learn about the resources that FICE is working hard to 
bring them, and for all of us to celebrate their efforts in advancing inclusive education. The event is 
dedicated to honoring our Inclusive Teachers of the year!  

Inclusive Teacher of the year – Nominees will receive a Cash Prize and complimentary admission 
to the brunch. (See attachment for more details) We hope you will please consider nominating 
someone from your school!  

We sincerely hope you will encourage your team to attend and are pleased to offer the following in 
recognition of their time, effort and generosity.  For schools, only - Reserve a table of ten and 
receive two free dinner tickets! ($100 savings!) This discounted sale for school table reservations 
must be paid with a check, listing the names of the school staff on the back of the response card. 

We are also attaching the FICE Paid Inclusive Catholic Education Professional Development 
opportunity for all interested Catholic school staff! 

If you have any questions, please contact Bridget O’Brien Wood at 536-3887. We look forward to 
seeing you at the event dinner! 

 

Peace in Christ,  

 

2023 Taking Flight Committee 
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NOMINATION FORM 

Inclusive Teacher of the Year   

Foundation for Inclusive Catholic Education Award 
Please use the following form to nominate a teacher who has dedicated his/her time, creativity, compassion and 
understanding to impact the lives of students receiving inclusive educational services at your school.  Each teacher or 
educational services professional nominated will be recognized at the Foundation for Inclusive Catholic Education Annual 
Taking Flight celebration on March 25, 2023 and receive a cash prize. To nominate someone, you believe should be 
considered for this recognition, please complete this form, and return it by February 24, 2023, ficeprogram@yahoo.com 
or mail to 38 Dudley Ave Hamburg NY 14075. 
  
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUAL SHOULD BE CONSIDERED FOR THE RECOGNITION OF THE 2023 INLCUSIVE 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR! 
 
NAME:___________________________________________________________________SCHOOL:_____________________________________ 
 
Address/email___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Submitted by:  Parent_____ Teacher _____Support Staff _____Administrator_____ Community Member_____ 
 
 
NAME:_____________________________________________________________Contact Number_____________________________________ 
 
Address/email___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Criteria: 

• Discovers the student’s strengths and modifies curriculum to help the child to succeed academically in the classroom setting. 
• Provides opportunities for all students to interact and participate in school activities, sports, clubs etc. 
• Shares best practices with colleagues, support staff and family to promote student independence and academic success.   

 
The completed nomination form must be received by Friday, February 24, 2023 (Attach additional pages if necessary.) 
If there are any questions, please contact Bridget O’Brien Wood at (716) 536-3887 or at ficeprogram@yahoo.com 
 
REASON FOR NOMINATION: 
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Inclusive Catholic Education Paid Training Opportunity 
 through Iris Vanderbilt Professional Development 

 

The FICE foundation has chosen 5 modules for teachers to choose from for an opportunity for a paid 
professional development. Teachers, please sign up on the following google form and then submit your 
certificate upon completion for pay by April 15, 2023.  
WNY Catholic School Teachers will be compensated at the rate of $ 40.00 per hour.  
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeD-CSOmVweiOrhY4i-
qELiqRmc8et5wosIy0tp1_nbOqa_CA/viewform 

 
 

Practical, flexible, and built around trustworthy resources, IRIS PD Certificates for Educators are a terrific option for 
educators who are ready to take their professional development to the next level. More information can be found on the 
following links: 
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-
content/uploads/misc_media/pd/pd_certificates_for_teachers_page/PD_Hours_Explainer_052522.pdf 
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/pd-hours/earn-pd-hours/ 
 
 
Accommodations: Instructional and Testing Supports for Students with Disabilities 
This module overviews instructional and testing accommodations for students with disabilities, explains how 
accommodations differ from other kinds of instructional adaptations, defines the four categories of accommodations, and 
describes how to implement accommodations and evaluate their effectiveness for individual students (est. completion 
time: 2 hours). 
 
Differentiated Instruction: Maximizing the Learning of All Students 
This module discusses the importance of differentiating three aspects of instruction: content, process (instructional 
methods), and product (assessment). It explores the student traits, readiness level, interest, & learning profile that 
influence learning (est. completion time: 3 hour) 
 
SOS: Helping Students Become Independent Learners 
This module describes how teachers can help students stay on task by learning to regulate their behavior. The four 
strategies discussed are self-monitoring, self-instruction, goal-setting, and self-reinforcement (est. completion time: 1.5 
hours). 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeD-CSOmVweiOrhY4i-qELiqRmc8et5wosIy0tp1_nbOqa_CA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeD-CSOmVweiOrhY4i-qELiqRmc8et5wosIy0tp1_nbOqa_CA/viewform
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/pd-hours/earn-pd-hours/
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RSD: Using Learning Strategies to Enhance Student Learning 

This module features the Self-Regulated Strategy Development (SRSD) model, which outlines the six steps required to 
effectively implement any instructional strategy and emphasizes the time and effort required to do so (est. completion 
time: 1 hour).  
 
Universal Design for Learning: Creating a Learning Environment that Challenges and Engages All Students 

This module examines the three principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) and discusses how to apply these 
principles to the four curricular components (i.e., goals, instructional materials, instructional methods, and assessments) 
(est. completion time: 2.5 hours). 
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