
            Happy new (school) year! There is nothing more exciting than the first day of school. 
Congratulations for getting through another difficult summer and still finding a way for the 
students to get an amazing Catholic education.  

The NYSDOH put out some updated guidance for school reopening during COVID. There 
was some good news and some challenging news. First they clarified that while eating, children 
may sit as close as 3 feet if that is the only way to ensure in-person learning is maintained – this 
replaces the requirement that children sit 6 feet apart while eating. Second, the NYSDOH now 
requires all teachers to either be fully vaccinated or else they must be tested for COVID weekly. 
This new testing mandate falls to your school to implement, either by using your LSL license from 
last year and the rapid tests you still have or else finding another testing method (pharmacy; 
personal doctors; local school district?). This testing mandate will be a challenge to set up but 
please give your best efforts to do so; it sounds like failing to testing unvaccinated teachers could 
result in a $1,000 per incident fine for your school. 
               While the warm weather is still with us, I wanted to remind you of the NYS fire drill 
requirements. NYS Educational Law requires emergency evacuation drills to include the 
following: 
 

1. The statute requires twelve drills be conducted each school year, four of which must be 
lock-down drills, the remaining eight are required to be evacuation drills. 

2. Eight of the required twelve drills must be completed before December 31st. 
 

Based on this law, it is recommended that all Diocese of Buffalo Catholic schools conduct six 
Evacuation (Fire) Drills and two Lock-Down Drills prior to December 31 of each school year. 
Once the first eight drills are completed as recommended, two Fire Drills and two Lock-down 
Drills will remain to be conducted from January 1 through June 17. See the attached letter for more 
information and a sample tracking form.  

And finally, Cathryn Harrower will be sending you an email regarding the upcoming 
NCEA survey. Once you have your Excel spreadsheet you may begin working on many of the 
sections, but be sure to wait until 9/17/2021 before counting any student data. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z-SaqW6WVcG9CanBb7jE1abNaxa794tZzig1uXis2SU/edit?usp=sharing

